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PRELIMINARY RADAR FEATURE EXTRACTION
AND

RECOGNITION USING TEXTURE MEASUREMENT

INTRODUCTION

Recently an image-domain processing technique was investigated and implemented
with an experimental solid-state sensor array-minicomputer system at the U.S. Army
Engineer Topographic Laboratories (ETL).' The system employs a 32-element by 32-
element solid-state sensor array to convert images into electronic signals and a minicom-
puter to process dhe signals for extracting and classifying the cartographic features from
the imagery into preassigned categories based on a feature vector. The images under
test and investigation were selected aerial photographs.

The purpose of this effort was to modify and verify the above system for ex-
tracting and recognizing features from a selected set of radar imagery of the Huntsville,
Alabama, area. Description of the system modification is followed by a discussion of the
selection of feature vector components and classification strategy. Classification results
for a set of selected radar imagery are presented. Finally, conclusions are given together
with comments regarding extensions of this work.

SYSTEM DESCRIPTION

The hardware portion of the system used for this experimentation is essentially
the same as the one reported previously. 2 The voltage of the light source was increased
because most of the radar imagery was rather dark. A new software program was de-
veloped for the extraction of radar features because radar signatures of terrain features
are quite different from their counterparts, the cartographic features from aerial photo-
graphs.

IP.F. Chen, A Sensing Array System with Image Statistics Processing, U.S. Army Engineer Topographic Laboratories,
Fort Belvoir, Virginia. ETL-0297, May 1982, AD-Al19 259.F2 21bid.
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The block diagram of the system is shown in figure 1. A 9-inch by 9-inch glass
plate mounted with strips of radar imagery is illuminated by a white light source, and
a section of the image is projected onto a Reticon 32-element by 32-element. solid-
state array through an imaging lens. The array converts the optical energy of the image
into a video signal. The video signal is quantized into 10 bits of digital signals and sent
to the Hewlett-Packard 2108 minicomputer for processing. The computer first takes in
the quantized signals of 32 pixels by 32 pixels of 1,024 gray levels array. With the
brightest and darkest pixels within a frame as the maximum and minimum, this quantized
image array is next scaled down to become 32 pixels by 32 pixels of 16 gray levels.
The joint probability matrix of this scale array is then obtained. The next step is to corn-
pute a feature vector based on the joint probability matrix. Although nine feature vector
components were computed, only two are needed for classification of the selected radar
imagery. A sequential template-matching classifier is used to classify the input images
into one of the preassigned image categories; an image is recognized as a reject if it does
not belong to any of these categories. The classification result is then indicated on a CRT
console. At the end of classification a signal is sent to the translational stage controllers
to move the stages in the predetermined X and Y positions, and a new section of image
is projected onto the surface of the solid-state array. The procedure described repeats
until all preselected image sections are classified.

iL IGHIT HELD BY LENS ARRAY ELECTRONICS-o COMPUTER

,"SOURCE STAGE

;".X I ly

DRIVERS DSLY PRINTE

FIGURE 1. System Block Diagram.
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RADAR FEATURE EXTRACTION

The system described in the previous report uses image histogram and image
texture as the bases for developing a feature vector. 3 Only the image-texturc technique
was considered for the extraction of radar features from a selected set of radar imagery
because the image categories of interest are easier to separate. 4

Image-texture features (second-order image statistics) are based on the definition
of the joint probability distribution of pairs of pixels. Pratt stated that the two-dimen-
sional histogram can be considered as an estimate of joint probability distribution. 5

Consider a pair of pixels F(j, k) and F(m, n) that are separated by -y radial units, and
are at an angle 0 with respect to the x-axis of the measurement window. The histogram
estimate of the second-order distribution is given by Pratt 6 as

P(a. b) - N(a, b)
M

Where M is the total number of all occurrences in the measurement window and N(a. b)
denotes the number of occurrences for which F(j, k) = a, F(m, n) = b. Various texture
measures that have been used in this study are listed in appendix A (and also in EITL--
0297). 7 These measures are as follows:

S1. Mean
2. Variance
3. Covariance
4. Autocorrelation
5. Absolute Value
6. Energy
7. Inverse Difference
8. Inertia
9. Entropy

3p.F. Chen, A Sensing Array System with Image Statistics Processing. 1.S. Army IFngineer Topographic Laboratories,
Fort Belvoir, Virginia, ETL-0297. May 1982, AD-A 119 259.

4 W.K. Pratt. Digital Inage Processing. New York, John Wiley and Sons, Inc.. 1978.

4a 5 lhid

61hid"

7 Chen, op. cit.
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For our application, P(a. b) was made to be symmetrical so that 5 =b, and
Va V, (see appendix A). Each input image was first scaled down from 1,024 to 16
gray levels (L = 16). Nine components of the feature vector based on these equations
given in appendix A and equation (1) were then computed. Equation (1) was eva-
luated for 0 values of 0. 45. 90, and 135 degrees. The corresponding feature vector
components of different O's for each image category of interest were compared. It
was discovered that only two components of the feature vector, namely the covariance
and the autocorrelation, and the number of pixels within the measurement window that
are above a specific threshold value (NPATV) were required for classification purposes.

CLASSIFIER

For the selected set of radar imagery, only two components of the feature vectc
computed in the previous section plus the number of pixels above a threshold value
(NPATV) were used to constitute a three-dimensional sequential template-matching
classifier. These three components are as follows:

1. Covariance
2. Autocorrelation
3. The number of pixels above the

threshold value (NPATV).

Many prototype image samples were obtained from a set of radar imagery to de-
termine the upper and lower limits of the template values for each image category. Three
template ranges for the covariance were defined as follows: water. -2.0 to 1.5, field.
0 to 1.5: and city and forest. 1.5 to 6. Tie template ranges for the autocorrelation were
designated to be city. 0 to 40 and forest, above 40 to 150. Likewise, the template ranges
for the NPATV were set to be water, 0 to 500 and field, above 501 to 1023 (see figure
2).

The covariance of the unknown incoming input image is first compared to the
template ranges of the covariance template. If its value is within the range of -2.0 to
1.5. then the NPATV of the input image is compared to its corresponding template.
If it is equal to or less than 500. the input image is classified as "water." If NPATV
is greater than 500 or the covariance is not within the range of -2.0 to 1.5. then the
next test will be performed. The sequence of tests is always from "water" to "field"
to "forest" and finally to "city" as listed in appendix B. The covariance template is
used as the preliminary template for all four image categories of interest. The auto-
correlation template is selected as the final decision template for "forest" and "city."
while the NPATV template is employed as the final decision template for "water"
and "field." Finally, if the unknown image does not belong to any step of the test
described, it is then classified as "not recognized."

7
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TEST RESULTS

A set of high-quality, scale of 1 to 100,000. X-band, synthetic aperture radar
imagery from the Huntsville, Alabama, area was used for this experimentation. The set
consisted of image categories such as city (combination of commercial and residential
structures, DLMS categories #504 FIC 301 and #505 FIC 401). field (agriculture,
used primarily for crop and pasture land. DLMS category #510 FIC 950). water (river,
smooth fresh water, DLMS category #501 FIC 941). and forest (deciduous. DLMS
category #510 FIC 952). Figures 3(a) to 6(a) show the line printer output of the
typical radar image categories of city, field, water, and forest respectively. Each is printed
in 16 gray shades by line printing. In figures 3(b) to 6(b), the nine feature vector
components computed by using equations in appendix A and equation (I) and the
NPATV are shown for each image category.

Approximately 100 images covering all four categories were scanned. These images
were used as input to evaluate the classification accuracy of the sequential template-
matching classifier. The result is illustrated in figure 7. An overall classification accuracy
of approximately 92 percent was obtained. The category determination of prototype
(or reference) images that were used for this classifier was based on the ground truth
located from a map of the same area.

The variations of the feature vector components with respect to the texture-Inea-
surement angle, 0, for the selected radar-image categories of city. field, water, and
forest are illustrated in figures 8 through 11. respectively. The covariance measure
for city is highly directional, as indicated in figure 8. The covariancc for the horizontal
and vertical (0 = 0 and 90 degrees) directions is almost twice that measured in the
diagonal sense (0 = 45 and 135 degrees). The big jump in covariance of water for thc
measurement direction, 6 = 90 degrees, was due to a thin. long bright object running
through in the vertical direction in that particular measurement window. Other variations
are relatively small and insignificant. The classification accuracy shown in figure 7 was
obtained by using the texture-measurement angle. 0 0 degree.

9
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sib
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CONTRASTS 4.16129
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lFr.ONU ORDER STATiSrICs

FIGURE 8. Variation of Feature Vector Components with Respect to 0 for City.
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"  

t'l
".r.UND ORDER STATISTTCR

FIGURE 9. Variation of Feature Vector Components with Respect to 0 for Field.
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ABSOLUTE VALUV= 1.7679C
AU rnCORRELATPf'N= 1511.01224
No. OF ELEAMTS)fTs 0

SWrOND ORDER ST~rTRTT-Q
WF9 flJL I 1q 15t

SUM PROBAUZLYTV 1.004~
Auja t4.4 UARW 4.t24 Catiu 3.51939
ANGULAR SECOND ORDER MOMENT a .10
INVERSE SECOND O~RDER MOMENT a 93t
ENTROPY- 2.711400
CONTRAST= 5.20948
ABSOLUTE VALUE= 1.401714
AIITOCORRELATIONa i14./5:305
No. OF ELE1'ENTS~rTs aI
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all tIJL 1 :991 15:211
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sum '9o3aeaLXTYu 1.1006
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RgC1JND ORDER Sl*ATT11TTrs

FIGURE 10. Variation of Feature Vector Components with Respect to 0 for Water.

17



-WTI TWA. I 191t W'iiZ

FORC#ggr. 6 DEGREE)

SUM PWOBABILXTY- i.000
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_3FrOND OMDER viTATISTTC9
4V1) rlJL I i9lUiIS1:24

~Fnv9ST I 090 DEGREES)
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AUEM 7. 672 VAQ. 1.*'39 COUe t.'5E?91
ANGULAR SECOND ORDER MOMENT a 627
THY10E SECOND ORDER MOMNENT a. 44329
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FIGURE 11. Variation of Feature Vector Components with Respect to 0 for Forest.
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CONCLUSIONS

I. The image-texture technique provides an effective means for evaluating texture
and coarseness of radar area features.

2. The technique is most applicable for extracting and classifying if the search win-
dow contains only a single category of radar features such as city, forest. water,
or field. Multiple categories of radar features contained in a search window were
mostly misclassified or rejected as not recognized. Determination and detection of
boundaries between different radar features are subjects of future research.

3. A preliminary classification accuracy of slightly better than 90 percent was
obtained for a selected set of radar imagery from the Huntsville, Alabama, area.

4. The technique will be extended, and similar experiments will be conducted for a
wide range of radar imagery from various locations and for imagery taken with
different radar depression angles.
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APPENDIX A. Feature Vector Components

'""L -! L-1

Mean: a = aP(a, b)
a0 b=o

L-1 L-1

b b Pa, b)
3=O b=O

L-1 L-I

Variance: V = (a -a) 2 P(a, b)
a=O b=O

L -1 L -1

Vb E (b-b)2 P(a, b)
a=0 b=O

L-1 L-1

Covariance: C. = Z (a -a) (b -b) P(a, b)
a=0 a0O

L-1 L-1

Autocorrelation: Au = 2: a b P(a, b)
a=0 b=O

L-1 L-1

Absolute Value: Ab = a- b I P(a, b)
a=0 b=O

L -1 L-1

Energy: Eg = [ [P(a, b)] 2

a0 b=O
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APPENDIX A. Feature Vector Components (Continued)
L-1 L-1 P(a, b)

Inverse Difference: Id =

a=o b=0 + a - o

L -1 L-1

Inertia: I. = (a-b) 2 P(a,b)
a=O b=0

L- L-1
Entropy: E, =) ~ "P(a, b) log2 [P(a, b))

a=O a=0
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APPENDIX B. Computer Printout

:; ,-OT3 7=r:) 04 IS ON CR Q0'09 USING 00006 ELKS R=000

.; V0 FTrN4, L
000V C,***********SUBROUTINE FDCT3 -- REV 07/25/80****************

0004 C

5 c SUBROUTINE TO PERFORM FEATURE CLASSIFICATION FOR PROGR AM
D T X I"

'Q07 C
CO')S SUBROUTINE FDCT3(COVAU,ITS,LUOT)

IF(COV.LT.-..OR.COY.GT.I.50GU TO 810
'C F iF( ITS LT .0 O. OITS. GT .*500G0 To 81o

W-' PITE( LUOT,:,O )
'uc1 0;) TO0 8 88

. 71 10 1It* F(COV LT.C.OP.COV. G T.I .500G'0 T) 320
'014 IFt(ITS.LT.500.OR.ITS.GT.1 024)G0 TO 820
0015 WRITE(.LUOT,810 0OI 1 ,"10 TO0 888

'o,,7 .- IF(COV.LT I 50 OR.CO GT.6 :' O T) S30

0018 F. U.LT. 4.O.OR F ,J GT 2' ')GO TO 830
O019 u T ITE(. LU') , 82
0 020 .30 TO 888

F 3C hF(COV.LT 1.50 .OR.COVGT.6)GO TO 840
"022 TF(AU LT.oO.OR AU.GT. 40 )GO TO 840

oRi TE( LUO T,, 3 )
") "O Ti) 888

WRI TE LUOT, 84Y

GO TO 888
0 2 7 RFORMAT(1X,"WATERO)
0028 3 FORrIAT(IX,"FIELD')

8ou) :2 FOR M ,T ( I , "FOR ES T")
0t , r:, . ( 1::, " C I T Y"
'v... FDRMAT( IX,"THIS CAPTOGRAPHIC FEATURE IS NOT SPEC IF '

o03 2 IF(LUOT EU ->';)YRITE(LUOT,880)
,0--7 FORMAT(u " i )
o74 R E T U RN

• .; " LID$
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